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11. Summary of the new findings of the thesis:

This dissertation is an attempt to improve English pronunciation for Êđê learners towards communication purposes with the respect to linking and assimilation of English, to help Êđê learners to pronounce English well enough to be understood when they speak and to be able to perform what they want to say.This dissertation aims to (i) identify the cause of Êđê learners’ errors in pronunciation of English, (ii) identify the pronunciation problems of English encountered by Êđê learners with respect to linking and assimilation, (iii) work out the treatment for the mispronunciation of English for Êđê learners.  

The solution for the improvement of Êđê learners’ pronunciation is the application of the intensive course containing the elements of linking and assimilation of English based on the course book by Mortimer (1985). The teaching techniques by Celce-Murcia et al. (1996) are used for the course. Êđê learners attend the intensive course of 30 periods after they finished 150 periods of English in their training program at Tây Nguyên University. The improvement of Êđê learners’ pronunciation is evaluated by the results obtained in the two recordings that are carried out before and after the intensive course.
12. Practical applicability, if any:
The findings of the dissertation are applicable in som subjects including teaching pronunciation and speaking skills. Besides, the study suggests a new study approach to contrast the differences of different languages that may cause errors for learners of English. With the use of selected teaching techniques (listening and imitating, phonetic training, minimal pair drills, contextualised minimal pairs, and visual aids), and with the providing of knowledge of English phonetics and phonology, the pronunciation of English for learners will be improved significantly. 
13. Further research directions, if any:
The study can be further developed from other aspects of pronunciation teaching of segmentals and suprasegmentals of English for the academic purposes and linguistic study. 
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